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ABOUT THE SPEAKER
PROF. KOFI QUASHIGAH, FGA

Professor of Law, University of Ghana, Legon

Law, University of Ghana and a former Dean of the School (2008-2019).

He has also served as the Vice Dean of the Faculty of Law of the University
of Nigeria between 1991 and 1993. His teaching and research interests include
Constitutional Law, Jurisprudence, Human Rights, International
Humanitarian Law, Governance and Alternative Dispute Resolution.

Prof. Kofi Quashigah is a Professor at the University of Ghana School of

He was a Fulbright Scholar at the Harvard Human Rights Program between
2001/2002 and a McArthur Foundation Visiting Scholar at the University of
Wisconsin in 1992. He was adjudged and honoured as the 2005 Best Teacher in
the Humanities at the University of Ghana. In collaboration with Prof. Obiora
Okafor of the Osggode Hall, Law School, Canada, he promoted and edited the
classical book titled “Legitimate Governance in Africa,” published by Kluwer
Publishers in 1999.

Prof. Quashigah has served as the Director of the Human Rights Centre of the
University of Ghana School of Law, University of Ghana. He has undertaken a
number of Consultancies for UNICEF and others; these include,
UNICEF/Ministry of Education, consultancy work on the Legal Framework for
The Right to Pre-Tertiary Education in Ghana — 2001; and another study for
UNICEF — Ghana on “Legislative Reform Initiatives, Institutional Development
and Policy Changes in Favour of Children: Ghana National Study.” — June/July
2004; Consultant to National Governance Programme (under the UNDP
Consolidating Democratic Governance Programme) — he was contracted to
write a comprehensive but concise assessment of the Human Rights
environment to be integrated into the Governance Component of the Country
Assessment on Ghana — June 2004; Research into HIV in Ghana for Centre for
Human Rights, University of Pretoria, South Africa — 2005; Consultant assisting
Ministry of Education in the Drafting of a Bill for a new Education Law for
Ghana—-2005.




He has undergone extensive training in Alternative Dispute Resolution Skills
and Labour Management techniques and also coordinated many training
sessions in Alternative Dispute Resolution. Prof. Quashigah is a qualified
Mediator and Arbitrator. He was a former President of the Ghana Association of
Certified Mediators and Arbitrators. He was the Ghana National Reporter on
the Constitution of Ghana for the Oxford Project on Constitutions of the World
and is currently a member of the Stellenbosch Team on Constitutional Law in
Africa.

He was for several years Member of the General Legal Council. He has served
on other Boards including the Advisory Board of the Ministry of Justice, the
Law Reform Commission and the Securities Exchange Commission. He
currently serves as Board Member of the Commonwealth Human Rights
Initiative (CHRI) Ghana. He is a Member of the International Consortium on
Law and Religion Studies and the President of the African Consortium for Law
and Religion Studies.

He enjoys farming and was adjudged the best citrus farmer in Akwapim North
District for 2000.




SYNOPSIS

FIDELITY TO CONSTITUTIONAL VALUES:
KEY TO NATIONAL SURVIVAL

his lecture highlights the values underlying the 1992 Constitution and

discusses their importance as guides to policies and actions of

governments and every individual citizen. It draws attention to the fact
that the Constitution is not just pure law, but also expressly and inherently an
expression of the aspirations and values of the people. It is only if it is
appreciated as such and strictly operated according to its values that it would
have the desired impact on the lives of the people.

It is the failure to appreciate and operate the Constitution according to its
values that often lead to citizens' despondency. The consequence is calls from
time to time for constitutional amendments to hopefully change our behaviour
and therefore our political and economic circumstances.




PROGRAMME

5:30 PM

Welcome Address and Introduction of Chairperson
Prof. Helen Yitah, FGA,
Honorary Secretary, GAAS

Chairperson’s Remarks and Introduction of Speaker
Prof. Kofi Opoku Nti, FGA
Vice President, Arts Section, GAAS

Lecture Begins

Chairperson’s Closing Remarks

Honorary Secretary’s Remarks

Closing [ Guests to pick up bagged refreshments in the foyer ]




INAUGURAL LECTURES

ince 1973, all newly elected Fellows have had to deliver an Inaugural Address before other Fellows and
specially invited guests at evening meetings arranged for the purpose. These lectures are expected to be
ofahigh standard but not so technical as to be beyond the comprehension of non-specialists.

Originally restricted to invited guests and Fellows, the popularity of the lectures and the choice of topics

which have always focused on contemporary issues of national or international significance have compelled

the Academy to make these lectures public to a larger audience in recent times.

Inaugurallectures delivered since 1993 are as follows:

1993 The Search for an Anti-HIV (Aids) Drug — The Present Position, Problems and Prospects;
Emeritus Prof Ivan Addae-Mensab*
1994  Health, Medicine and Society;
Prof S. K. Owusu*
1995  Does Africa Really Need Her Universities?
Prof. Akilagpa Sawyerr
1997  Religion and National Identity: Assessing the Discussion from Cicero to Danquah;
Prof. Kwame Bediako
1997  Efficient Utilisation of the Vertic Soils of the Accra Plains: Prospects, Constraints & the Way
Forward,
Prof. Yaw Abenkorah*
1998  Horticultural Research in Ghana: An Overview;
Prof J. C. Norman*
1999  The Role of the Judiciary in the Establishment of Democracy in Ghana;
Dr. S. Y. Bimpong-Buta
2000  Scholarly Authority and the Quest for a New World Academic Order,
Prof Kwesi Yankah
2001  Ghana's Animal Agriculture;
Prof W. . Alhassan*
2002  Theology and Culture: An African Perspective;
Most Rev. Peter K. Sarpong, Archbishop Emeritus of Kumasi
2002  Private Investment and Law in a Developing Economy: Some Reflections;
Justice Prof S. K. Date-Bah
2003  The Future of Cardiothoracic Surgery in Ghana;
Prof K. Frimpong-Boateng*
2004  The Impact of Cocoa Research Innovations on Poverty Alleviation in Ghana;
Dr. M. R. Appiah*
2004  Bricks, Blocks and the Future Administrative Capital of Ghana;
Prof K. A. Andam*
2004  Voyage from Birth to Death: Health Hazards for Ghanaians;
Prof J. O. M. Pobee*
2005  The Ethnic Factor in National Development: Uses and Abuses;
Prof D. K. Agyeman
2005  Physics for Wealth Creation;
Prof Aba Bentil Andam*
2005  Chemistry — The Neglected Element in the Industrialisation Equation;
Prof V. P. Y. Gadzekpo
2005  Ghana's Juvenile Justice System on Probation: Making Progress with Painful Steps and Slow;
Prof Henrietta]. A. N. Mensa-Bonsu




2006
2006
2006
2006

2006

2006
2007
2008
2008
2008

2008

2008
2008
2009

2009

2010

2011
2011
2011
2011
2012

2013

Libraries and National Development: Implications for Ghana;

Prof A. A. Alemna

Where there is No Silence: Articulations of Resistance to Enslavement,

Prof Naana Jane Opoku-Agyemang

Race, Political Identity and Citizenship in Ghana: The Example of the Lebanese;

Prof E. K. Akyeampong

Embodiment and Epiphanies: Disability in Literature and Society;

Prof L. A. Quayson

Implementing the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD): Challenges and the Path to
Progress;

Prof §. K. B. Asante

Improving Human Livelihood: A Development Challenge of the 21st Century;

Prof K. Asenso-Okyere

Challenges of Post-Conflict Reconstruction: Some Reflections;

Dr: Eugenia Date-Bah

The Marriage of Mathematics and Biology;

Prof K. S. Nokoe*

An 11th Region of Ghana? Ghanaians Abroad;

Prof Takyiwaa Manub

Some Thoughts on Ministerial Reshuffles in Ghana;

Prof J. R. A. Ayee

Nuclear Power for Generating Electricity in Ghana: Issues and

Challenges;

Emeritus Prof E. H. K. Akaho*

Urban Housing and Sanitation — Our Habitat, Our Health;

Prof Ralph Mills-Tettey*

African Boundaries and Regional Integration: Ghana, OAU and ECOWAS;

Prof R. B. Bening

The Public Law of Ghana — A Tale of Two Legal Systems;

Emeritus Prof Albert K. Fiadjoe

Modernising Ghana's Agribusiness: Science, Technology, Engineering and Indigenous Bio-process
Systems;

Prof §. K. Sefa-Dedeh*

From Everyday Risks to Disaster Risks: Confronting 'Brown' and 'Green' Issues in Ghana's Human
Settlements;

Prof . Songsore

To Mine or Not to Mine: The Economic Controversy and its Resolution;

Prof D. Mireku-Gyimah*

Culture and the Health of the Nation;

Prof K. Anyidobo

Treating Ghana's Sick Health Service;

Prof A. B. Akosa*

The Political Economy of Poverty, Equity and Growth;

Prof K. Ewusi

Poverty and Climate Change in Sub-Saharan Africa: Are we winning or losing the Game?
Prof G. K. S. Aflakpui

Politics in the African Development Bank: A Study on the Role and Limits of Politics in an
Intergovernmental Institution;

Kantinka Sir Dr. K. Fordwor




2013
2013
2013
2014
2014
2014

2015

2015
2015
2015

2015

2016

2016
2016
2016
2017

2017

2017
2017
2017

2017

2017

The Dangers that Obsolete Chemicals Pose to Us;

Prof J. H. Epbraim*

Harnessing Science for Development of Medicines: Challenges for Ghana in the Global Matrix;
Prof. Arthur C. Sackeyfio*

The Role of Veterinary Medicine in National Development;

Prof. Paa Kobina Turkson*

The Law and Practice of Contempt of Court in Ghana;

Justice Stephen A. Brobbey

Truth and Nation-State Building: A Theologian’s Perspective;

Rev. Prof. Emeritus Jobn Samuel Pobee,

Tailor Light to Task, For Sustainable Development in Ghana;

Prof Paul K. Buab-Bassuab*

Building Biomedical Research Capacity for Malaria Vaccine and Public Health from Grassroots to
Policy: Challenges, Achievements and Future Perspectives;

Prof. Isabella Quakyi*

Architecture for Autism: A Technical Response With Mind and Heart to A Dire Human Need;
Prof. Dr. Ing. Nii-Adziri Wellington*

Will Our Food Animals Live Beyond Tomorrow?

Prof Ben K. Abunu*

Distressed Fish in Dying Waters?

Prof Rose Emma Mamaa Entsua-Mensah*

An Audit of Our Contemporary Art Heritage: Rationale for the Preservation of the Legacy and the
Restoration of the Culture

Prof Ablade Glover

Channels of Prayer, Prophecy and Power: Contemporary Religion, New Media and Transformation
of the Public Sphere in Africa;

Very Rev. Prof ]. Kwabena Asamoab-Gyadu

Medicines and Healthcare In Ghana;

Prof David Ofori - Adjei*

Slavery In Ghana: Our Story And Our Heritage;

Prof. Akosua Adoma Perbi

Peak Phosphorus: What it Means for Ghana's Agricultural Productivity and Food Security;
Prof E. Owusu-Bennoah*

The Philosophy of Man;

Justice Prof V. C. R. A. C. Crabbe

Space Technology Unleashing a Wave of Disruptive New Technologies — To Post-Scarcity
Economy;

Dr: Ashitey Trebi-Ollennu, FGA*

Plant Diseases, Crop Production and Food Security in Ghana;

Prof. G. T. Odamtten*

"Who are We and Whose are We?

Prof. Akosua Adomako Ampofo

The Governement of Ghana and International Arbitration;

Dr. Richard Frimpong

Access to Sustainable and Affordable Energy for All: The Role of

Nuclear Energy;

Prof. BJ.B. Nyarkoh*

The Tyranny of Foreign Expertise: Epistemic Injustice in the Global Arena with Impacts for
Ghanaians' Public Health Care;

Prof Helen Lauer




2017

2018

2019

2019

2021

2021

2021

2021

2021

2022

2022

2022

2022

2022

Achieving Food and Nutrition Security Through Plant Breeding

Prof Hans Adu-Dapaah*

Addressing the Crisis of Work in Ghana: What Role for Transformative Social Policy?

Prof Dzodzi Tsikata

Understanding Biodiversity as an Infrastructure of Life for Development

Prof. Alfred A. Oteng-Yeboah*

Deficit of Critical Citizenship in Ghana: A Critique of Political (il)literacy, Civic (ir)responsibility
and (un)critical Followership.

Prof. Wisdom Tettey

The Origins and Consequences of the Mass Migration from West Africa to Libya and Europe - A
West African Perspective.

Prof Steve Tonah

The Changing Trends in Land Law, Policy, Governance and Management Under the Land Act
2020 (act 1036).

Justice Sir Dennis Dominic Adjei

Laughing, Singing, Dancing for Health: Creative Arts and the Science of Health Communication
in Ghana.

Prof. Ama De-graft Aikins

Ghanaian Humour in a Time of Crisis: Reflections on the Making of Cultural Meaning .

Prof. Helen Yitah

The Meat Industry and National Development.

Prof. Gabriel Ayum Teye*

Linguistic Pan-Africanism as a Global Future

Prof. Adams Bodomo

Pain; the Bane of Mankind

Prof. Gladys Amponsab*

Establishment of Academic Medical Centres in Ghana

Prof Aaron Lante Lawson*

Upgrade in Gold Recovery from Refractory Carbonaceous Gold Ores: the Use of Phanerochaete
Chrysosporium

Prof. Grace Ofori-Sarpong*

Kasabuam-kasafi': Polite and Impolite Language in the Ghanaian Media and Political Landscape
Prof. Kofi Agyekum

#Science-oriented Presentations




THE ACADEMY

he Ghana Academy of Arts and Sciences is Ghana’s Premier Learned Society.

It was founded in November 1959 by Government Instrument of

Incorporation. Its aim is to bring together the highest level of intellectuals,
experts, professionals in the country to constitute a "Think Tank' in the Arts and
Sciences to enable it advise government and other relevant bodies on issues of
importance to national development.

Mission

The mission of the Ghana Academy of Arts and Sciences is to encourage the
creation, acquisition, dissemination and utilisation of knowledge for national
development through the promotion of learning.

Objectives
The Academy's objectives are to:

B Promote the study, extension, and dissemination of knowledge of the
Arts and Sciences;

B Promote the establishment and maintenance of proper standards of
endeavour in all fields of the arts and sciences;

B Recognize outstanding contributions to the advancement of the arts
and sciences in Republic of Ghana;

1 Contribute actively to the advancement of Ghana and Africa in
particular and the world in general by examining and addressing
issues of development; and

B Do any other things that are conducive or incidental to the attainment
of all or any of the foregoing objects.
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